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The dispute with a section of the printing industry in 
London continues to prevent the normal publication of 
FLIGHT. A limited-circulation free newsletter ser- 

vice will be substituted for each missing issue. Periods 
covered by direct subscriptions will be extended. 


RACING IN RETROSPECT 


ALL things considered, 1950 has been a remarkably successful 
year for air racing. Several factors contributed to that success, 
outstanding among which was the keenness of a nucleus of enthusiasts 
the "Throttle-benders Union" - who regularly urged their aircraft 
round the numerous courses, 

With the notuble exception of the South Coast event the races 
have been flown over relatively short closed circuits and, in spite of 
one or two opinions to the contrary, there ‘is little doubt that 
point-to-point closed courses based upon one main airfield and not 
much more than 150 miles in length are best suited to present needs and 
resources. Admittedly such events may not be the best test of all-round 
airmanship, but they are more agreeable to the great majority of 
competitors and spectators than the long-distance races. 

British air racing is an amateur sport, and the cost of preparing 
an aircraft, of practising. and actually competing bears heavily on 
many Owners and clubs. Moreover, the machines involved - no "hot rod" 
specials = are for the most part expected to do a reliable work-a-day 
job betweentines. 

Although the victors in the newly-introduced South Coast Hace 
received generous cash prizes for their efforts, the reward for winning 
most of the year's races would hardly cover the expenses of the day. 
Additionally, without the voluntary services of very many who may be 
classified either as central or as local. officials, the events could 
never have been staged at all. The thanks of everyone in flying are 
due to these people. 

The decision to split up the annual classics - the King's Cup, 
the S.B.A.C. Trophy and so on = helped to spread and increase the 
interest in flying throughout the country, and for this reason was 
welcomed. Unlike the Americans, who look to their National Air Races 
as the major aviation get-together of the year, we in Britain have 
important national flying occasions additional to the races ~ notably 
the X.A.F. and S.B.A.C. Displays and Battle of Britain Week. 

It is to be hoped that next year it will, on occasions, be possible 
to reward more adequately the extraordinary efforts of the amateur 
racing pilots who, month by month during 1950, have coaxed a few miles 
per hour more out of their willing lightweights in an effort to beat 
the canny handicappers. Taxation at every stage (air racing receives 
much the same treatment as horse racing) is the greatest single 
handicap to such an aspiration There is no doubt that competition 
flying = @ clean and worthwhile sport ~ has done much to stimulate 
interest in the broader aspects of aviation, to improve the breed, and 
to give an outlet for an immense fund of youthful enthusiasm, surpris- 
ingly little recognized at Government level. 

Though the fact may have resulted in a small reduction in attendance 
from a morbideminded section of the public, we are thankful to be 
able to record that in all the brilliant, and at times daring, air 
exhibitions and races which have taken place over this country during the 
last two years, there has been no serious or spectacular accident, and but 
& Single fatality among the pilots. This must surely be of immense 


value to the flying cause 
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erica Buys The Sapphire. 





Best news of the week is that a licence to build the Armstrong 
Siddeley Sapphire turbojet and Python and Double Mamba turboprops 
has been acquired by the Wright Aeronautical Corporation, the engine 
subsidiary of the great American CurtisseWright organization. Under 
a long-term contract agreed in principle by Mr. H. T. Chapman, 
managing director of Armstrong Siddeley, and Mr. Koy Hurley, president 
of Curtiss-Wright, a complete exchange of research and technical infor- 
mation will also be made. Sir Frank Spriggs, K.B.E., managing director 
of the Hawker Siddeley Group, states, "We are hopeful that for the 
air forces of Britain, America and Western Union the agreement will 
speed up production and development, eliminate certain undesirable 
duplication and result in more and better aircraft engines being 
available to keep peace in the world." American engineers are 
expected at Coventry very soon. 





B.E.A's Dart—Dakotas 


Two DC-3s fitted with Kolls»Royce Dart 503 turboprops (each of 
1,200 h.p.) are to go into service with B.E.A. early in the new year. 
They will be used as freighters and will fly on British internal 
routes. The experiment is designed to give the Corporation operating 
experience with the Dart power unit, which is, of course, the power 
plant for the Viscounts which are to be introduced in 1952. 

By using DC-3s for cargo-carrying as well as for test flying, the 
cost of obtaining necessary experience in techniques, such as holding 
procedures and timing, and the cost of engine maintenance will be 
considerably reduced. The Viscount has now been reintroduced on the 
London ~ Paris schedules and to date has achieved over 750 hours 
flying 

Tanker Training 

Under the training programme of tanker squadrons of the U.S.A.F. 
Strategic Air Command each new crew first receives basic instruction 
on the equipment used. Most B29 tankers employ the British hose- 
and-reel refuelling equipment, although Boeing-equipped flying-boom 
tankers are now in service. Next, formation flying and "cross-overs" 
are intensively practised before the second phase of training, which 
includes the first actual hook-up and a short fuel transfer. This 
is repeated in the third stage, plus a full-load transfer of fuel 
from the tanker to a B-50. The programme culminates with a maximum 
distance mission and a full-load transfer. Each crew must make 
one hook-up per month and the fourth phase is repeated at least 
every three months 

Television From The Air 

Following some weeks of research, the B.B.C. made history 
on Sunday, Oct. lst, by producing the first clear television 
pictures from an aircraft in flight — a Bristol Freighter with 
special equipment, including a complete Marconi transmitter 
working on a very short wavelength. The first test transmission, 
on Sept. 30th, was marred by bad weather. Vision transmissions 
from the Freighter were picked up by a relay station at Highgate 
and passed on to the transmitter at Alexandra Palace; the sound 
signals were picked up separately by a receiver at Bloomsbury and 
wired to Alexandra Palace. 

The Sunday programme opened with air-to-ground pictures of 
London, televised from 1,250ft. There followed several air-to-air 
views of civil and military aircraft After a Hermes 5, Viscount 
and Ambassador came representative H.A.F. trainers -- a Chipmunk, 
Prentice, Balliol, Meteor 7, Wellington and Mosquito. Led by 
S/L. Don Kingaby, D.S.0., D.F.M., Vampires of No. 72 Squadron cone 
cluded the airborne display with a mock attack on the TV Freighter. 
All the k.A.F. machines operated from North Weald under arrangements 
made by Air Ministry, Flying Training Command and No. 11 Group, 
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Fighter Command. Tne air programme, supplemented by ground pictures 
of activities at North Weald, concluded with a flight over the Thames. 


Boulton-Paul Delta Flies 
Last Friday the Boulton-Paul 111 delta, designed for high-speed 
aerodynamic research and hitherto secret, flew for the first time at 
Boscombe Down. It is powered by a single Rolls-oyce Nene turbojet 
and dimensions are as follows: span, 33ft 6in; length, 26ft lin; 
height over fin, 12ft 64in; wheel track, lift Sin. This is the 
second British delta to fly, and other types are well advanced. 


Anglo-U.S._ Airworthiness 

The welcome announcement - made on Saturday, Oct. 7th - that the 
U.S.A. now recognizes British Certificates of Airworthiness marks the 
end of almost two years of representations and discussions between 
the civil aviation authorities of the two countries. 

The U.S. authorities are now willing to validate the British 
C. of A. in the case of aircraft built to post-war standards - subject 
to minor variations in respect of certain operational requirements 
which do not, however, affect the basic question of airworthiness. 


Air Exercise "Enperor" 

With neither the fighter nor the bomber bias that has characterized 
some previous tests, Exercise "Emperor" has as its intention (1) practice 
for attacking forces in flying against defended targets; (2) the prac~- 
tising over a wide area of the centralized control of air defence. 

Some thousand aircraft are taking part, a fair proportion of which 
come from the Air Forces of Belgium, Denmark, Holland, Norway and the 
United States. The French Air Force, whose post-war re-equipment has 
been disappointingly slow, are regrouping following a recent continental 
exercise. On this occasion they are providing a few men but no aircraft. 
Royal Navy and H.N.V.k. Squadrons are participating. 

Comprising a part of the Bomber Command attacking force will be 
elements of the U.S.A.F. Third Air Division, operating by day and pos- 
sibly by night as well, and in addition aircraft of B.A.O.K. and Training 
Command will swell the numbers, simulating on occasions mass raid tactics 
and gaining at the same time valuable experience and training for them- 
selves. Vampires are representing high-flying jet bombers and Bomber 
Command are using B-29 Washingtons for the first time. 

On the ground a very large number of men of Anti-Aircraft Command, 
the majority volunteers in the T.A., are playing an important part in 
the Exercise, together with members of the Royal Observer Corps. 

Air Marshal Sir Basil Embry, A.0.Co-in-C. Fighter Command, said at 
the commencement of the Exercise that "the modernizing of our air defence 
system to meet the changed conditions ... has progressed most satisfac- 
torily in recent months. This is because we know what we want as a 
result of previous air exercises." 

The attacking forces are under the command of Air Marshal Sir Hugh 
P. Lloyd, A.O0.C.-in-C., Bomber Command, and the anti-aircraft defences 
under Lt.-Gen. C.F. Loewen, G.O0.C.-in-C., A.-A- Command. The area of 
the Exercise covers the whole of England and Wales. 

The First Phase. High-altitude raids by B.A.F.O. Vampires simulat- 
ing jet-bombers were the first important attacks in Phase I of the Exer- 
cise (from noon on Saturday, October 7th, to dawn on Monday, October 9th). 
Meteors intercepted them successfully at 29,000ft and 38,000ft,, over the 
North Sea or on the coastline. American b-50s, raiding London, were 
intercepted at nigh altitude, and there were also daylight engagements 
between defending fighters and medium-height bombers and low-level intru- 
ders. During Saturday night Bomber Command kept up the pressure with 
widespread raids by Mosquitoes, Washingtons (B-29s) and Lincolns. No 
large-scale raids took place during Sunday, although one interesting 
"unofficial" combat took place over Lancashire, when a Canberra, return- 
ing from a works test flight, was set upon by three Auxiliary Spitfires. 
Flying Training Command, using Lincolns, Wellingtons and Valettas, made 
several diversionary attacks (including mine laying) in support of the 
main bomber operations on Sunday ‘ight - again by Mosquitoes, 

Washingtons and Lincolns,. Intruders of both sides were at work: B.A.F.eUe= 
based Mosquitoes strafed the British night-fighter airfields and bombers 
were attacked by defending Mosquitoes during their raids and also while 
approaching their home bases. 
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Airmet Still Absent 

The continued absence of the B.B.C's Airmet broadcasts has long 
been deplored in the pages of FLIGHT and it is indeed surprising to 
find that thus far no definite attempt appears to have been made by 
the authorities concerned to provide facilities for the restoration of 
this essential public service. 

Following the suspension of the broadcasts in March, when 
frequencies were re-assigned by international agreement, the Postmaster 
General stated that no wavelength allocated to Great Britain could be 
used for the service. A petition to speed its re-introduction is 
now being organised on behalf of the Royal Meteorological Society and at 
a conference held in London last week the views of many interested 
organisations were heard, 

Representatives of the K.A.F. and civileaviation circles, the Royal 
Navy, yacht.amen, meteorologists and farmers all considered Airmet to 
be an indispensable part of British weather-forecasting. It was 
also mentioned that a decline in the efficiency of meteorological 
services had been noticed, due to lack of up-to-the-minute information 
which Airmet had previously provided. It was suggested that the 
B.B.C's Third Programme frequency, now used before 6 p.m. for 
propaganda purposes, could be more profitably employed for Airmet 
broadcasts, 

FLIGHT accords wholehearted support to the HXoyal Meteorological 
Society's petition and considers that the highest priority should be 
given to the solution — now long overdue — of this pressing national 
problem. 





The Corporations’ Hecord Month 

Indicative of B.0.A.C.'s constantly improving traffic results is 
the fact that operations on the London — New York route during August 
realised a clear profit of £5,000. This is the first time that a Brite 
ish trans-Atlantic route has shown an overall surplus. For the first 
time, also, the Corporation's traffic receipts exceeded £2,000,000 in 
any one month. B.F.A.'s revenue in August reached a figure of more 
than £1,000,000.and a record profit of £116,744 was achieved ~ an 
increase of 91.4 per cent over that of the previous month. The 
aggregate results for the first four months of B.E.A.'s current 
financial year show a profit of £754, as compared with a loss of 
£206,792 for the corresponding period of last year. 


Greek Airlines to Merge? 

The two major Greek Airlines, T.A.E. and Ellas, each of which 
owes to the State some 60,000 million drachmae (approximately 
£1,430,000) in taxes, have been instructed by the government to reduce 
their expenses by eliminating all duplicated routes. They have been 
given 15 days in which to reach a decision, following which the Minister 
for Air will arbitrate. It has also been indicated that the 
government will ultimately seek the amalgamation of the two companies. 


New Qantas doute 

At a conference in London last week Mr. W. Hudson Fysh, 
chairman of Qantas Enpire Airways, forecast the opening of a new route 
between Australia and South Africa next year; it will link Perth with 
Johannesburg via the Cocos Islands and Mauritius. The service will 
eliminate some 5,000 miles of the distance flown on present schedules 
between the two countries. Mr. Fysh indicated that Q.E.A. is "very 
interested in the progress of the Comet" and said also that his 
Company hoped to reduce the elapsed time on the London ~- Australia 
route from four to three days in the near future 


August Airfield Activity 
Air traffic at United Kingdom airfields during August was the 

heaviest yet recorded. Compared with the previous record month ~ July - 
the total movements increased by 3.60 per cent at all airfields 
Nearly 107,Q00 passengers used Northolt and 60,300 were handled at 
London Airport; together these two airports handled over 48 per cent 

f the total for the U.K. The third busiest terminal was Ronaldsway, 
Isle of Man, with more than 23,400 passengers uplifted. Jersey, 
however, which is outside the United Kingdom, recorded over 40,000 


passenger movements during the month 
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CORES PON DENCE 
The Editor of FLIGHT does not hold himself 
responsible for the views here expressed. 


an 


Britain's Test Pilots 

While I am second to none in my admiration for the skill and 
capacity of the Industry's test pilots, and have no monopoly of the 
initials "£.C.B.", I am sure your readers will understand if I 
dissociate myself from the letter under the above heading from 
London, W.1, published in your issue dated September 28th. 

London, W.1. KE, C. BOWYER. 


{ Ty e BD Q 
(Director, S.B.A.C.) 


Airport Transport 
glad to see that somebody has opened up on the subject of 
to and from London Airport, because I am certain that that 
1] to become a greater problem 4s each month goes by. Moreover, 
ional plans and layouts for the central terninal and its 
hes seem to indicate entirely inadequate provision for the 
ransport which does manage to weave its way through traffic 
ceive at the Airport. 
Apparently off the point, but possibly something which could 
sidered in close association, is the lack of provision for air- 
id shelters and emergency underground control rooms Surely one 
the first places which would be attacked in the event of another war 
would be @ main air terminal such as London Airport’ Would it not be 
a good thing, therefore, to study the possibilities of incorporating an 
underground garage, convertible in emergency to a deep air-raid shelter, 
1 the plans for the London Airport main buildings? 
brentwood, Essex R. JAMLESON 


Historical 


be getting a little foggy in my old age, but I think Mr. 
IGHT, September 28th) is confusing Dr. Christie's Blackburn - 
Harold Blackburn (no relation to Bob) used to pilot most of the 
on exhibition and passenger flying at Harrogate and elsewhere - 
Foggin and Glew's aircraft, which was of the same design. Harold 
burn may have flown Foggin's monoplane, but I have no recollection 
s and, with a few exc3ptions, 1 saw Harold arly every day for 

years before the 1914 war. 

Anyway, the point of this controversy is the dating of 

particular aircraft. It may have been designed in 


Le oe © 


~~ 
> 


. til 1913 (a@ircraft were designed and built 
hose days); thus it is of 1913 vintage 
SeWel9. RoW. KENWORTHY. 
ter from Mr. L.A. Ja is of great interest, particularly 
history of the Blackburn monoplane. However, although 
mes from Old Warden an pr e to examine 
detail, may 1 suggest iat his statemer nat it "is 
the original ‘cross--Chann machir ne exception 
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niature dorsal fin The Blerict flown at the K-A.F. 
ter rudder (familiar on the 50 h.p. Gnome Type XI), 


one above and the other below the fuselage. 
statement I 


it is necessary to add that the Shuttleworth 


wii 


have quoted seems to be "tis" 


Hitler's war had the origin rudder shape. 
the same Anzani Blerix mich Shuttleworth 
cal with the ss~Channel machine, has for 
had the rudder, chang nd definitely is not now 
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RAF. 


Awards. 





The King has approved a number of awards and commendations to 


members of the 4.A.F. 


The George Cross has been awarded posthumously 


to A/C.1 I.J. Gillett for an act of great. heroism when a Sunderland 


blew up at its m 


oorings at Seletar, Singapore, on March 26th. 


Although 


injured, A/C.1 Gillett gave up his life-belt to a seriously wounded 


corporal who was in danger of drowning nearby. 
Kept afloat and later rescued unconscious; 


The corporal was thus 
but Gillett disappeared 


and his body was not recovered until two days later. 
The George ifedal has been awarded to F/O. H. Harvey, who was 
seriously injured when a Wellington, of which he was navigator, 


crashed at Swinderby on June 14th. 


Despite his injuries he rescued 


the signaller from the burning wreckage and tended him until the arrival 


of rescue personnel. 


Commendations for brave conduct, following aircraft crashes, are 
announced for F/L. R.A. Schofield and Sgt. F.A. Ferris, a W.R.A.F. 


nursing orderly. 


Good News for _A.T.C. 

Selected A.T.C. cadets will 
receive 10 hours! free flying 
instruction a year under a new 
scheme affiliating A.T.C. wings 
with reserve flying schools. 

The scheme has the dual object 
of giving more practice to 
ReAF.V-k. instructors and of 
Stimulating the cadets’ interest 
in flying. Each cadet will be 
assigned to one hK.A.F.V.R. 
instructor, who will instruct 
him for the complete 10-hour 
course. 


Korean Bag 

According to a'recent an= 
nouncement by Mr. T.W. White, 
Australia's Air Minister, Mustangs 
of the X.A.A.F. squadron (No. 77) 
operating with U.N. forces in 
Korea have flown over 3,000 opera- 
tional hours and made 1,100 sorties 
against the Communists. They 
destroyed 38 tanks, 163 trucks, 
40 other vehicles, seven fuel 
dumps and 12 bridges, and damaged 
many other targets. 


Civil Lift 

For the first time in Ser- 
vice history, civil-airline and 
charter companies are assisting in 
the movement of it.A.F. units engaged 
in defence manoeuvres - Exercise 
"“Fnperor", which began on Saturday, 
Oct. 7tn, and will end on Sunday, 
let. 15th. The companies concerned 
include B.E.A., Airborne Taxi Ser- 
vices, Skyways, Silver City Airways, 
Cambrian Air Services, Lancashire 
Aircraft Corporation, Ciro'ts and 
Air Transport (Charter) (Channel 
Islands). They have been mustered 
to provide an air-lift for members 
of the Auxiliary fighter control 
units, many of whom are operating 
in fighter sectors hundreds of miles 
from their home bases. 


Command of 600 Squadron 

S/L. David Proudlove has 
been appointed civil air adviser 
to the U.K. High Commissioners in 
India and Pakistan, and relinquishes 
command of No. 600 (City of London) 
Squadron, R.Aux.A.F. The new 0.0. 
ig expected to be F/L. J.P. Meadows, 
D.F.C., the senior flight commander, 
who took over temporary command of 
the Squadron last month. 





5. of S.'s Tour 

Mr. Arthur Henderson, Secre- 
tary of State for Air, landed at 
Northolt on Oct. 3rd after a fort- 
night's tour of H.A.F. units in the 
Middle Kast and visits to Jordan, 
Israel and Greece. Morale throughe- 
out the Middle Fast was high, said 
the Minister, and accommodation 
was satisfactory on the whole, 
although one or two stations would 
have to be improved and the pro= 
vision of further married quarters 
was a matter of urgency. All 
ranks seemed very well satisfied <- 
particularly with the pay increases, 
and National Servicemen seemed 
to appreciate that the extra six 
months recently added to their 
period of service were justified 
inder the circumstances. 





S.A.S.0., Bomber Command 

Taking the acting rank of 
Air Vice-Marshal, A.Cdre. G.D. 
Harvey, CuoBeEey DeFoCeo,y nas been 
appointed Senior Air Staff 
Officer, Bomber Command. Until 
recently, A.V-M. Harvey was 
Director of Postings (A) at the 
Air Ministry, having previously 
spent just. over two years as 
Commandant of the Central Fighter 
Establishment. Born in 1905, 
he was commissioned in 1924 and 
won the D.F.C. nine years later 
while serving with No.70 Squadron 
in Iraq. During war service in 
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the Middle East and Mediterranean was also awarded the D.F.C., but 
he took part in the defence of sickness prevented him from atten- 
Malta and commanded a wing of ding the investiture. Ali four 
the North Africa Air Force. received citations from the White 
House "for outstanding technical 
| C,A.S. sees Canada and Canuck. skill, resourcefulness and courage" 
in the successful execution of 


: numerous long-range photographic 
on Oct. 8th for defence talks in reconnaissance missions over a 


Canada and Washington, Marshal of period extending from November, 

the R.A.F. Sir John Slessor expre- 1942, to June, 194s. 

ssed interest in the Avro Canada 

Canuck night and all-weather figh- Jets For Malaya 

ter, which he was to inspect 

during his visit. Although Mr. Aidan Crawley, Under- 

Britain now has its own night Secretary of State for Air, who is 

fighters, the possibility of adop- touring K.A.F. units in the Far 

ting the Canuck for the .A.E. East, announced in Singapore on 

obviously merits consideration. Uct. Oth that one fighter squadron 

This two-seat Canadian (Hawker operating against the Malayan 

Siddeley Group) fighter is to some bandits would be re-equipped with 

extent, a compromise between the jet fighters. The first machine 

British and American formulae for (whether Meteor or Vampire was not 

intercepters: the installation stated) would arrive next month. 

of two Rolls-Koyce Avon turbo jets 

(or Orendas) confers high speed Ceylonese Chipmunks 

and rate of climb, manoeuvrability 

by report is good, and demonstrat-~ De Havilland Chipmunks, shortly 

ion flights have already given ev- to be delivered, will form the 

idence of unusually long range. nucleus of the new Ceylonese Air 
Force. These trainers are now 

Honoured by America in service in seven different 
countries. 


Before leaving London Airport 


Three H.A.F. officers 
received the American Distin-~ Sir John McIntyre 
guished Flying Cross on Oct. 3rd 
from Gen. Leon Johnson, Commander ' The death is announced of 
of the U.S.A.F. Third Air Division, A.V-M. Sir John McIntyre, K.B.E., 
at the Division's Ruislip H.Q. The CeBsy MeCe, who was Director-General 
three officers were W/C. D.W. of n.A.F. Medical Services from 1930 
Steventon, D.S.0., U.F.C., of the to 1935. Sir John, who was 70, 
ReAF. Flying College, Manby; S/L. served with the K.A.M.C. during the 
W. Hampson, A.F.C., of Benson; and First World War and transferred to 
S/L. JoR.H. Merrifield, D.S.0., the R.A.F. in 1918. He retired in 
D.F.C., of Horsham St. Faith. A 1935, but was re-employed as a 
fourth pilot, F/O. T.B. Turnbull, group captain from 1939-45. 





FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Oct. 18 R.Ae.S. (Weybridge): “Operation of Civil Aircraft," 
by CeH. Jackson, BoScey AcCoUele,y DeleCoy AoFoteA@eSe, 
A.M.I.Mech.E. 

Oct. 19 R.Ae.S.: “Use of Wind Tunnel Model Data in Aerody- 
namic Design," by KoHills, B.A., A.F.R.Ae.S. 

Oct. 21 Helicopter Association: "Helicopter Maintenance" «— 
discussion with S.L.A.E. 

Oct. 24 t.Ae.S. Section Lecture: “Aircraft Hiveting," by 
He Giddings, A.F.n.Ae.S. 

Oct. 26 2&.Ae.S. Graduates: "Compressor and Turbine Cascades," 
by JoA- Dunsby, B.Sc., D.1.C., Grad.t.Aeos. 

Nov. 7 ReAeeS.: “Aircraft Metallic Materials at Low 
Temperatures," by Maj. P.L. Teed, Asi»SoMe, MeIeM.M., 
F.RoAe.S. (at Belfast). 

Nov. §& R.Ae.S. (Weybridge): Brains Trust. 

Nov. Royal United Service Institution: "Aircraft Require- 
ments of the Navy," by Vice-Admiral M.J. Mansergh, C.B., 
C.B.E. 
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